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now count them by the score. Commercial
companies rose from 3,983 in 1871 to 5,814 in
1904; trades-unions from 175 in 1884 to 11,841
in 1906 ;* mutual benefit societies from 4,237 in
1872 to over 10,000 in 1904.2 Co-operative socie-
ties have increased in membership thirty-six
times from 1870 to 1899. This union and social-
isation of efforts has shown itself in a multitude
of religious works, of philosophical, scientific,
philanthropic, and artistic associations. As soon
as Frenchmen were able they took advantage of
their freedom to organise associations so essen-
tial to progress. This associational movement
is not without its dangers. The rise of great
organisations will doubtless create frequent con-
flicts with the State, but national security will be
found in the principles of political equality,
which are sinking profoundly into the national
consciousness. Be that as it may, it is strange to
find that, at the beginning of this twentieth
century, the old Napoleonic law of 1810, that
no more than twenty persons could meet to-
gether without the permission of the government,
was still on the statute book. This legal land-
mark of former despotism had been subjected
to the attacks of liberals from the days of

1 Annuaire statistiquBj 1906.

* Journal des Dtibats, April 15, 1904.